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26 June 2018 
Dear Roseanna, 
 
UK Ivory Bill Legislative Consent Motion: Consideration by the 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 
 
The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee has been 
designated as the lead committee to consider the Legislative Consent 
Memorandum on the UK Ivory Bill. However, the Committee understands 
while it is the intention of the Scottish Government to support the Bill in 
principle, there is a difference of view between the Scottish and UK 
Governments as to whether some of the provisions in the Bill relate to 
domestic trade and therefore fall within the competence of the Scottish 
Parliament.  
 
We understand that the Scottish Government is currently in discussion with 
DEFRA to seek agreement to amendments to the Bill to reflect the devolved 
competence. We also understand that the Scottish Government does not 
intend to lay a motion in support of the Bill until this issue has been resolved 
and there is an agreement that DEFRA will table the necessary amendments. 
 
The Committee understands that this Bill is now at Committee Stage in the 
House of Commons. It is expected that it will complete its passage through 
the Commons before summer recess and may receive its first and second 
readings in the House of Lords. In normal circumstances the expectation 
would be that the Scottish Parliament would consider a motion before the final 
amending stage of the Bill in the House in which it is introduced, but it 
appears that these are not normal circumstances. 
 
Given this position, the Committee does not intend to consider the Bill in 
advance of the summer recess. The Committee has agreed that subject to 
consideration of the Scottish Government response to the questions outlined 
below it may wish to invite you to discuss the Bill and the engagement of the 
Scottish Government with the UK Government, with the Committee. Should 
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this be required the Committee would anticipate hearing from you on 11 
September. 
 
In order to aid the Committee in its understanding of the Bill and the position 
of the Scottish Government we would welcome a response to the following 
questions: 
 

 To what extent do the provisions in the Bill extend to Scotland and to 
what extent does the Bill affect devolved interests? 
 

 Are there particular Scottish interests in relation to the Bill and on what 
basis does the Scottish Government come to this view? 
 

 Why did the Scottish Government decide not to legislate separately 
and why did it decide not to consult on the Bill? 
 

 Which parts of the Bill do you consider may require amendment and 
what is the nature of the possible amendments? 
 

 What powers do you anticipate being conferred on Scottish Ministers if 
the Bill is amended? 
 

 What secondary legislation do you anticipate will require to be laid in 
the Scottish Parliament and under what procedure? 
 

 What are the potential financial implications for Scotland if the Bill, as 
amended in the way in which you are seeking, comes into force? 
 

 What do you understand to be the timescale to be for consideration of 
the Bill in Westminster? When do you anticipate conclusion of the final 
amending stage in the House of Commons? and when do you 
anticipate the Bill being considered in the Lords? 
 

 What is the process and timescale attached to the Scottish 
Government and UK Government review of the Bill to determine if 
amendments are necessary to ensure devolved interests are 
protected? 
 

 How do you intend to keep the Scottish Parliament, and this 
Committee, updated on the progression of discussions on amendments 
to the Bill? 

 
We look forward to receiving a response from you by 25 July. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Graeme Dey MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 


